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In this presentation, I will argue that L2 lexical 
competence is unlikely to develop through mes- 
sage-based instruction only, and that form focused 
instruction (FFI) is indispensable for L2 vocabulary 
learning. I will analyze empirical research on 
vocabulary from FFI perspective, and will try to 
answer the following questions: 

* How does Focus on Form (FonF) compare with 
message-based instruction? 

* How effective are Focus-on-Forms (FonFs) 
tasks? 

* Why is FonFs essential for the development of 
vocabulary size, depth, use, and speed of 
access? 

Finally I will suggest the Involvement Load 
Hypothesis as a theoretical explanation of task 
effectiveness. 
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